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JABATAN PERKHIDMATAN VETERINAR MALAYSIA

LAPORAN LIPUTAN MEDIA
01 FEBRUARI 2021

Ada pegawai kanan agensi sempadan kebal, lepaskan kontena daging sejuk beku seludup
Kelompongan prosedur operasi dimanipulasi

Meat gambit

Meat Cartels ‘Exploiting loopholes in the system’

Agent use to transact with govt officers, claim source
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Isu kartel daging import

Kelompangan
prosedur

operasi

dimanipulasi

Pegawai

kanan agensi
dipercayai ada
‘imuniti’ punca
terbabit rasuah

Oleh Wartawan BH
bhnews@bh.commy

Kuala Lumpur: Kelompangan
proseduroperasi termasuk terlalu
banyak kuasa undangundang
membabitkan sebuah agensi ke-
rajaan di pintu masuk negara,
dipercayai antara punca kegiatan
penyeludupan khususnya daging
import yang diragui status halal

terbabit dipercayai membolehkan
kontena dilepaskan masuk ke ne-
gara inl meskipun bekalan tidak
menepati plawaian,” kata sumber
itu kepada BH.

Sumber berkata, menggunakan
‘*kelebihan' kuasa undang-undang
Itu, pegawai kanan terbabit me-

v ngeluarkan notis kelonggaran ke-

perluan permit import untuk pro-
duk pertanian secara transship-
ment di semua pelabuhan, kecuali
Sabah dan Sarawak.

Sehingga ini, isu kelompangan
ini sudah menarik perhatian Su-
ruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah
Malaysia (SPRM) dengan Timba-
lan Ketua Pesuruhjaya (Pencega-
han), Datuk Shamsun Baharin
Mohd Jamil, mengesahkan pihak-
nya sedang meneliti perkara jtu
sebelum membuat syor kepada ke-

Shamsun Baharin berkata, pe-

e

nelitian ftu termasuk penyiasatan
terhadap aspek undang-undang
dan enakmen yang diguna pakai,
proses kerja serta garis panduan
sebelum mengambil tindakan su-
sulan

Katanya, jika kelompangan
yang ada berisiko menyebabkan
salah guna kuasa, pihaknya akan
memberd syor kepada agensi atau
kementerfan terbabit untuk me-
ngehadkan kuasa pegawai terma-
suk melalui pindaan undangm-
dang,

“Jika kelompangan yang ada itu
menyebabkan kuasa pegawai ter-
babit terlalu luas dan membuka

Status daging sejuk beku fmporl terus jadi perhatian pihak berkuasa.

%

ruang untuk berlaku penyelewe-
ngan kita akan memberi cada-
ngan untuk tutup kelompangan
ftu," katanya,

Sementara itu, sumber berke-

ma kelonggaran syarat kemasu-
kan yang diberikan falah transs-
hipment membabitkan full contal-
ner load (FCL) sahaja iaitu satu
kontena penuh yang dimiliki oleh
seorang pengirim di mana semua
barang dalam kontena berkenaan
tidak bercampur dengan barang
orang lain,

Sumber berkata, kelonggaran
itu boleh menjadi punca kepada
kemasukan barang,

termasuk
produk sejuk beku yang diragui
ke negara ini.

5 mgztemfkanbomhghl:
ngan

tam No 8 (K8) tanpa dinyatakan
keperluan untuk diperiksa serta

mendapat  kelulusan  pegawal
naan menambah satu daripada li-  agensi o

berkenaan,” katanya,
Sumber itu juga memberi con-
toh di mana dalam serbuan sebuah

nunjukkan adanya ruang membg-
wa keluar bekalan sebelum ia di
bawa ke gudang dan di pek semula
untuk pasaran tempatan.
leahamkan.fungsimm
gangan bebas sepatutnya
menjadi transit kepada barang da-
ri negara luar untuk dibawa ke
negara ketiga, tidak boleh dibawa
keluar ke manamana destinasi

“Jadi sejak surat itu dikeluar- dalam

kan, bolehlah barang yang dinya-
takan dibuat transshipment asal-
kan menepati justifikasi (FCL)
yang dinyatakan,” katanya,
Kelonggaran itu pula dipercayai

. ada yang dilakukan atas permin
* taan pemain industri, sekali gus

membuka peluang kepada perla-
~ kuan rasuah.

Sumber berkata, tidak dinya-
takan juga sama ada Kontena
transshipment yang masuk con-
tohnya ke pelabuhan A mesti di-

“In sekali gus berupaya mem-
beri ruang di mana kontena yang
turun di pelabuhan A akan di-

kegiatan kartel membawa daging
sejuk beku dipercayai ‘membeli’
beberapa kakitangan kerajaan
termasuk pegawai kanan agensi
tertentu bagi melepasi pintu ma-
suk negara,

SPRM setakat ini sudah mena-
han lapan individu sejak 4 Jar
nuari lalu bagi membantu sia-
satan berhubung isu kartel daging
sejuk beku,

Dilaporkan 27 saksi sudah di-
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ASENIOR official in an agency

responsible for monitoring the nation
entry points exploited a loophole in the
govt system to facilitate the movement of
uncertified meat into the country by meat
cartel companies, and the repackaging '
of meat with fake halal logos.
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MEAT IMPORT SCANDAL

MEAT C
LOOPH

Flaw traced to
senior officer of an
agency tasked with
monitoring entry ’
points

RTELS ‘EXPLOITING

LES IN THE SYSTEM'
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en advantage of loop-

holes in the current

system for meat im-
ports, leading to corrupt prac-
tices, including false claims,
smuggling of non-certified meat,
and repackaging of meat with
fake halal logos, sources said.

The New Straits Times has
learnt that this major flaw had
been traced to a senior officer in
one of the agencies responsible
for monitoring the nation's entry
points and had the authority to
allow containers with the frozen
beef supply to enter the country.
Some importing companies had
taken advantage of this fact to
bring uncertified meat into the
country with little or any obsta-
cles.

The senior officer would com-
ply with requests from the cartel
companies, ensuring that their
containers could enter and leave
the ports with all the necessary
procedures adhered to, at least on
paper. Evidence sighted by NST
showed direct communication
between meat cartel companies
and the senior officer when they
apparently faced problems in-
volving their shipments at entry

points.
“For instance, if the meat in the
did not fulfil the re-
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A circular on the relaxation of import permit requirements for agricultural products brought into the

country via transshipment

The source also revealed that
the senior officer had issued a
circular to ports on the relaxation
of import permit requirements
for agricultural products brought
into the country via ‘transship-
ment’, except for Sabah and
Sarawak.

Among the relaxed conditions
were transshipment only for full
container load, no change of
“transshipment” status to im-
port, no change of full container
load to loose container load sta-
tus, and only for containers with
sealed tags from countries of ori-
gin. The source explained that
the notice was meant to override
the existing procedures for trans-
shipment.

“So from the particular date the
notice was issued, such trans-
shipment activities were al-
lowed.”

The notice did not state that the
containers with uncertified
frozen meat, which should be ex-
ported to another country, are al-
so required to leave from the
same port where they entered.
This leaves the door open for the
containers being dropped in one
port to then be transferred to an-
other port using the Customs K8

Form. The source said the notice

did not state whether the
s should be checked and cer-

tified when it was being trans-
ferred from one port to another

port.

Due to this loophole, the agen-
cy could blame other agencies as
being responsible for cases where
such transactions are stopped by
enforcement authorities. The
source said cases where trans-
shipment containers left free
trade zones should not have hap-
pened in the first place. The free
trade zones should serve as a
transit point for transshipment
activities for such meat contain-
ers to be re-exported back to an-
other country.

“The raids at the Port Klang
Free Zone (PKFZ) show that there
are ‘gaps’ which allow such con-
tainers to leave the port and are
brought to warehouses for
repacking with the uncertified
halal logo and sold to the local
market,” said the source.

Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) Deputy
Chief Commissioner (Preven-
tion) Datuk Shamsun Baharin
Mohd Jamil, when contacted,
said the agency would look into
the loopholes from all aspects.

These, he said, included inves-
tigations on legal aspects and en-
actment used, work process and
guidelines before action was tak-
en.

He gave the assurance that if
there were loopholes that could
potentially result in abuse of
power, MACC would provide rec-
ommendations to the respective
agencies or the ministry to limit
power, including amending laws.

NST front-paged a report last
month on a meat cartel, which
had been in operation for more
than 40 years.

Senior officers from no fewer
than four government agencies
were believed to be working hand
in glove with the cartel special-
ising in bringing non-certified
meat into Malaysia and passing it
off as halal-certified products.

The frozen meat imported by
the cartel from non-certified
countries & not limited to beef,
but includes horse and kangaroo
meat.

These items would, upon ar-
rival in Malaysia, be mixed with
beef in warehouses nationwide
run by the cartel before being
sold to unknowing suppliers.

Investigations by the MACC on
the meat cartel case recently
gathered pace with the arrests of
11 people so far, including five
Malaysian Quarantine and In-
spection Services Department
(Magis) officers, a delivery agent,

and the directors and employees
of two importing companies.
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Trhe WHhHatsApp riessages bertweerz
c2rr aggertt arid goverrirrneri officer
as revealed By a sowurce to INST.

Agents used to
transact with
govt officers,
claims source

KUALA LUMPUR: Meat cartctel
companies used agents to deal
with government officers sta-
rtioned at entry points to let con-
tainers with uncertified frozen
beefexit the ports.

A source provided the New
Szrairts Tirmes with several screen-
sSrabs of WhatsApp messages be-
Tween an agent and an officer on

te their transactions to turn a blind
eve to allow meat containers to
leave the ports wirthout issues.
The agents, who also act as “run-
ners™ for thhe meatr cartel com-
Panies, will even negotiate “dis-
counts”™ for thhe containers to exit
the ports.

The officer would then seek
“advwvice™ from his superior. who
would then order thhe officers to
undertake specific tasks to facil-
itate the illicit transaction. The
superior officer would then seek
documents o the meat contain-
ers together with necessary
health certificates.

“If want to settle rtonight, no
discounts (kalaie rnak “secrrle”
r22celcarrr irzi, Flargca tak boleklr kie-
rarzie).” said the superior before
the message is forwarded to the
runner by thhe officer.

The documents would be ob-
tained early so that the contain-
ers may be allowed to leave with-

- out any hassle.
3 Through the exchange of mes-
I sages. it was understood rthat the
documents would also be sub-
mitted to the Health Ministry in a
P = s to speed up the release of
e Tmeat supply conrainers.
ocource, who revealed the
> messages, said such a
re was considered a
among the meat cartels
v ment officers.
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